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world we live in today, for Ameri- oil crisis within a decade, (2) pre- 
ca to have, a. powerful military . dictions that the Shah of Iran- 
force. It is also essential that the ' would remain in power through 
nation have the ability, to know the 1980s, and (3) the contention 
what’s going on in other.countries, that the Soviets would not invade . 
particularly in those that are our ^-.Third World countries, such- as. 
foes * “^.Afghanistan. .... 

Because of ' abuses, or alleged ! ' " Under the Heritage analysts’.] 
abuses/ in U.SJ covert operations, - proposal's outlined in the four.da -- ) 
Congress in recent years, has im- tion’s National Security Record,^ 
posech’ certain; restrictions on the ;the commission _ would function , 
nation’s intelligence activities, re- somewhat in the manner of the “B- 
strictfons that many conservative . team” set up by then-CIA Director? 
members of Congress believe have George Bush during the Ford ad- 4 
gone too far. Congressional over- ministration,- although it- would' 
sight of covert intelligence opera- have more power. The B-TearrA 
tions has been broadened. Under principle is that an outside group] 
the Freedom of Information Act, of national security experts , earn 
the intelligence services are re- ’ ^provide, where justified, an alter-] 
quired to reveal some information -..native to :t li e- CTAVjwte rnal . ana-' 
the disclosure of which can be lyses. Heritage believes-this “corn- 
harmful to national security,, it is t,*.; petitivelTprocess” '/bah 'lead " to? 
argued. better-final conclusions in the for/ 

But the most seridus problem irv f eign- intelligence field by counter^ 
U.S. intelligence is the“staggeriifg ing- “institutionalized bias.” ' Zi&i 
failures” in the analyzing of ihtel-s. .. . If the CIA . and the independent 
ligence information, in the opinion \ commission locked homs over an 
of national security analysts of the ‘ issue, the president would be the- 
Heritage^ Foundation.. To - over- : arbiter and make, the final deci- 
comethis-defectj the analysts pro- ' siom 'It* is reasonable to assume: 
pose the establishment of an inde- that.whether there was or was not 
pendent, commission, “consisting. :/. disagreement on an issue, the in- 
of veteran analysts as well as crit-- '-"'put from twcrsources — within and ! 
ics of the intelligence communi - ■■_{?; Without "the CIA A- should help to 
ty,”. to. give. -the- administration ^inake possible. a sounder decision^ 
v^yrt.otbe^tl^-^ofi^l. w pat^\.-^Thf.fe-.?aa 3 r : wdl- be flaws in the? 
ty linft”r'1v.- / £ -^proposal l that wouidf be revealed; in; 

As the Heritage Foundation ex->'i“detaired'cbngressiohal and/or adA 
perts see it, the most serious fail- ' "minis trative discussions of it But 
ure in intelligence analysis has led ; the nation’s intelligence opera- ' 
to inaccurate forecasts, of Soviet T. tions i have not been marked .by- 
military strength over the past notable- achievements in recent 
two decades.' Other failures cited - f years, and a new approaches ati 
include (i) the 1977 report that the least worth careful study. | 
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